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Exports—means educational, sci-
entific, and cultural audio-visual mate-
rial of United States origin, being sent
from the United States.

Importation document—means the
United States Importation Document
for Audio-visual Materials (Form IA–
862) issued by the Chief Attestation Of-
ficer of the United States which attests
that materials of foreign origin enter-
ing the United States comply with the
standards set forth in Article I of the
Beirut Agreement (as interpreted pur-
suant to section 207 of Public Law 101–
138) and is therefore entitled to duty-
free entry into the United States pur-
suant to the provisions of United
States Customs Bureau Harmonized
Tariff System Item No. 9817.00.4000.

Imports—means educational, sci-
entific, and cultural audio-visual mate-
rial of foreign origin being brought
into the United States.

Instruct or inform—means to teach,
train or impart knowledge through the
development of a subject or aspect of a
subject to aid the viewer or listener in
a learning process. The instructional or
informational character of audio-visual
material may be evidenced by the pres-
ence of collateral instructional mate-
rial.

Knowledge—means a body of facts
and principles acquired by instruction,
study, research, or experience.

Review Board—means the panel ap-
pointed by the Director to review ap-
peals filed by applicants from decisions
rendered by an Attestation Officer.

Serial certification—means certifi-
cation by the Agency of materials pro-
duced in series form and which, for
time-sensitive reasons, cannot be re-
viewed prior to production; but sam-
ples are provided on application, and
the materials are subject to post-cer-
tification review.

Subject matter specialist—means an in-
dividual who has acquired special skill
in or knowledge of a particular subject
through professional training or prac-
tical experience.

[59 FR 18965, Apr. 21, 1994, as amended at 60
FR 29989, June 7, 1995]

§ 502.3 Certification and authentica-
tion criteria.

(a) The Agency shall certify or au-
thenticate audio-visual materials sub-

mitted for review as educational, sci-
entific and cultural in character and in
compliance with the standards set
forth in Article I of the Beirut Agree-
ment when: (1) Their primary purpose
or effect is to instruct or inform
through the development of a subject
or aspect of a subject, or when their
content is such as to maintain, in-
crease or diffuse knowledge, and aug-
ment international understanding and
goodwill; and

(2) The materials are representative,
authentic, and accurate; and

(3) The technical quality is such that
it does not interfere with the use made
of the material.

(b) The Agency will not certify or au-
thenticate any audio-visual material
submitted for review which:

(1) Does not primarily instruct or in-
form through the development of a sub-
ject or aspect of a subject and its con-
tent is not such as to maintain, in-
crease or diffuse knowledge.

(2) Contains widespread and gross
misstatements of fact.

(3) Is not technically sound.
(4) Has as its primary purpose or ef-

fect to amuse or entertain.
(5) Has as its primary purpose or ef-

fect to inform concerning timely cur-
rent events (newsreels, newscasts, or
other forms of ‘‘spot’’ news).

(6) Stimulates the use of a special
process or product, advertises a par-
ticular organization or individual,
raises funds, or makes unsubstantiated
claims of exclusivity.

(c) In its administration of this sec-
tion, the Agency shall not fail to qual-
ify audio-visual material because:

(1) It advocates a particular position
or viewpoint, whether or not it pre-
sents or acknowledges opposing view-
points;

(2) It might lend itself to misinter-
pretation, or to misrepresentation of
the United States or other countries,
or their people or institutions;

(3) It is not representative, authen-
tic, or accurate or does not represent
the current state of factual knowledge
of a subject or aspect of a subject un-
less the material contains widespread
and gross misstatements of fact;

(4) It does not augment international
understanding and goodwill, unless its
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primary purpose or effect is not to in-
struct or inform through the develop-
ment of a subject or an aspect of a sub-
ject and its content is not such as to
maintain, increase, or diffuse knowl-
edge; or

(5) In the opinion of the agency the
material is propaganda.

(d) The Agency may certify or au-
thenticate materials which have not
been produced at the time of applica-
tion upon an affirmative determination
that:

(1) The materials will be issued seri-
ally,

(2) Representative samples of the se-
rial material have been provided at the
time of application,

(3) Future titles and release dates
have been provided to the Agency at
the time of application,

(4) The applicant has affirmed that:
(i) Future released materials in the

series will conform to the substantive
criteria for certification delineated at
paragraphs (a) through (c) of this sec-
tion;

(ii) Such materials will be similar to
the representative samples provided to
the Agency on application; and

(iii) The applicant will provide the
Agency with copies of the items them-
selves or descriptive materials for post-
certification review.

(e) If the Agency determines through
a post-certification review that the
materials do not comply with the sub-
stantive criteria for certification delin-
eated at paragraphs (a) through (c) of
this section, the applicant will no
longer be eligible for serial certifi-
cations. Ineligibility for serial certifi-
cations will not affect an applicant’s
eligibility for certification of materials
reviewed prior to production.

[59 FR 18965, Apr. 21, 1994, as amended at 60
FR 29989, June 7, 1995]

§ 502.4 Certification procedures—Ex-
ports.

(a) Applicants seeking certification
of U.S. produced audio-visual materials
shall submit to the Agency a com-
pleted Application Form for each sub-
ject or series for which certification is
sought. Collateral instructional mate-
rial, if any, and a copy or example of
the material must accompany the Ap-
plication Form.

(b) Upon an affirmative determina-
tion by the Agency that the submitted
materials satisfy the Certification and
Authentication Criteria set forth in
§ 502.3 of this part, a Certificate shall be
issued. A copy of such Certificate must
accompany each export shipment of
the certified material.

§ 502.5 Authentication procedures—
Imports.

(a) Applicants seeking Agency au-
thentication of foreign produced audio-
visual materials shall submit to the
Agency a bona fide foreign certificate,
a copy or example of the material for
which authentication is sought, and re-
lated collateral instructional material,
if any.

(b) Upon an affirmative determina-
tion by the Agency that the submitted
materials satisfy the Certification and
Authentication Criteria set forth in
§ 502.3 of this part, an Importation Doc-
ument shall be issued. A copy of such
Importation Document must be pre-
sented to United States Customs at the
port of entry.

§ 502.6 Consultation with subject mat-
ter specialists.

(a) The Agency may, in its discre-
tion, solicit the opinion of subject mat-
ter specialists for the purpose of assist-
ing the Agency in its determination of
whether materials for which export
certification or import authentication
is sought contain widespread and gross
misstatements of fact.

(b) As necessary, the Agency may de-
termine eligibility of material for cer-
tification or authentication based in
part on the opinions obtained from sub-
ject matter specialists and the Com-
mittee on Attestation.

§ 502.7 Review and appeal procedures.
(a) An applicant may request a for-

mal review of any adverse ruling ren-
dered by the Attestation Officer. Such
request for review must be made in
writing and received no more than 30
days from the date of the Attestation
Officer’s decision.

(b) The request for review must set
forth all arguments which the appli-
cant wishes to advance in support of
his or her position and any data upon
which such argument is based. A copy
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